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1952

Queen Elizabeth II

accedes

1953

Bank of England (BoE)

base rate at 3.5%

1954

Final elements of

post-war rationing end

1955

Winston Churchill

resigns as PM

1956

Suez Crisis

1962

ONS inflation basket:

mangle out,

fish fingers in

1963

“I Want To Hold Your Hand”

#1 (The  Beatles)

1967

Sterling devaluation

1966

England wins football

World Cup at Wembley

1998

Good Friday

Agreement

1977

Silver Jubilee;

“God Save The Queen”

#2 (Sex Pistols)

1992

Sterling leaves the

European Exchange

Rate Mechanism

2021

BoE QE purchases

peak at GBP895bn

2020

BoE base rate hits

low of 0.1%

2022

Platinum Jubilee

2002

Golden Jubilee;

Euro introduced

in 12 EU countries,

UK keeps sterling

2008

Global Financial

Crisis

2009

BoE base rate cut

to 0.5%, QE begins

2005

UK hosts G8 in

Gleneagles, holds EU

Council Presidency 

1996

“Wannabe” #1

(Spice Girls)

1969

BoE base rate

at 8%

1973

UK joins the European

Economic Community

1971

Decimalisation;

“Hot Love” #1 (T-Rex)

1997

Transfer of sovereignty

over Hong Kong

1992

HSBC acquires

Midland Bank

1978/9

“Winter of

Discontent”

1979

BoE base rate

reaches 17%

1986

Big Bang

financial

reforms

1985

“West End Girls”

#1 (Pet Shop Boys)

1981

Queen’s

Greatest Hits

released

1982

Falklands War
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2007

ONS inflation basket:

VHS out, SATNAV in

1987

ONS inflation basket:

instant mash out,

VHS in

2022

ONS inflation basket:

men’s suits out,

meat-free sausages in

2012

Diamond Jubilee; UK

hosts Olympic Games

2016

UK votes to leave

European Union
2019

“Vossi Bop” #1

(Stormzy)
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